
Island Hopping by Private Yacht 
Along the Dalmatian Coast of Croatia 

May 7 - 15, 2011 
For Dancers and Non-Dancers alike 

Musicians and Callers who pre-registered for this 

trip allow me to plan for the following:  

English Dancing with Calling by Annie Laskey  

Dance Music & Jam Sessions:  

Mary Lea & David Mostardi  

 One Scottish Dance session Led by Alan Twhigg 

Plus Waltzes & Croatian Folk Music  
 

Dancing while sailing is not allowed, so due to the sailing times 

& sightseeing schedule there will be no more than 3 or 4 

dance sessions at most  -  however there is no limit on how 

often you can enjoy music sessions! 

The sun-kissed coastline of the ancient Adriatic Sea shelters 

some remote island - towns that have a claim to being the most 

charming in the Mediterranean region. These coastal island 

towns of Croatia are descended from old world colonies from 

Greek and Roman times, including Venetian's, the Byzantine 

Empire, Ottoman Turks and all the way through to the Aus-

trian Empire and post WWII Yugoslavia. Traditional stone 

buildings front small harbors of working fishing boats, small 

shops serve a few tourists and supply visiting sailboats from 

around Europe, and a lazy ambience is obvious upon casual 

observation. The connection with the physical remnants of the 

past has a charm that can not be re-created by modern builders 

and the residents have a cultural continuity of lifestyle that pre-

dates the current world culture.  
 

The islands are no longer quite as isolated as they once were, 

but even now, in our ômodern timesõ, they are still out of the 

way and hard to reach, and visiting them by boat is a great ad-

venture. Indeed, the anticipation of arrival by oneõs own small 

boat to an island that can not be accessed by cruise ships and 

their mobs draws intense emotions and curiosity. For a great 

adventure you need a great boat, and that is precisely why I am 

chartering the òBarbaraó for the 3rd consecutive year. 
 

The simple elegant motor-yacht òBarbaraó and her talented 

Croatian crew change this journey from just a plain vacation 

into a special experience. She is of modern state-of-the-art con-

struction (2006) built for a Croatian sea-faring family who knew 

what would please their guests. The owner-Captain grew up 

sailing among the islands and he takes great pride in knowing 

where to sail. He is flexible and he has been able to add short 

unplanned stops on both previous cruises. The crew is superb 

and they do their jobs earnestly and professionally; the cabins 

are always clean and the chef prepares outstanding meals. The 

òBarbaraó is a large yacht rather than a small ship, and itõs 

beauty was much admired by tourists on other less attractive 

boats when we were in Ports. The crew has to maintain a guard 

to keep curiosity-seekers from wandering on board! Travelling 

on the òBarbaraó feels like a special experience...because it is. 

 

We visit at least two islands that are National Parks 

 

Al fresco dining is a delightful option 

 

 



Trip Overview Summary: 
 

The trip begins in Split, at the Northern end of the coastal islands. We have a ôWelcome and meet each other dinnerõ  and an over-

night stay at the charming old world style Park Hotel in Split, then we spend a week zigzagging between islands headed in a South-

erly direction. Six days later we arrive in Dubrovnik and stay overnight on the Barbara there. The following morning we disembark 

and either fly home, stay over in Dubrovnik, or continue travels elsewhere.  

 

A closer look: 
You will need to depart the US no later than May 6th in order to arrive in Split on May 7th. I am arranging to have a coach collect 

people at 1:30 pm from the Split Airport and then go to the beautiful Medieval town of Trogir for an afternoon visit. (If you arrive 

at our hotel early, you can ride the coach from the hotel to the airport to meet people and then we all continue as a group to 

Trogir.) Trogir is a very special little place, separated on all sides from land by canals and a bay, protected in places by old city walls, 

itõs a classic medieval town with tiny labyrinthine streets. The old central plaza has an impressive small Romanesque Cathedral (with 

exceptional original stone carving) on one side, and historic city buildings and private shops around the other sides. The cathedral 

bell tower is available to climb, and there are restaurants for lunch, shops, gelato stands and an ambiance that is very conducive to 

exploration on foot (the tiny streets do not accommodate vehicles.)  
Scenes from Trogir: medieval streets, formal staircase, Rosehip gelato, tonsured priest carving, lion at the cathedral  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the late afternoon of May 7th we leave Trogir and return to the Park Hotel in Split, where you get checked in, have free time to 

clean up, and eventually we all have dinner in the hotel restaurant. I predict an early evening since some people might be tired from 

travelling. You can mitigate fatigue by arriving in Split a day or two earlier; I can request extra nights from the hotel for you.  
 

On May 8th you begin with a sumptuous buffet breakfast at the Park Hotel, and there is a delightful outdoor terrace if you want to 

enjoy some sunshine while you eat and after breakfast you are free to explore Split on your own. The best known site is Diocletianõs 

Palace. The enormous palace reflected the glory of the Roman emperors when it was built, and the size is unbelievable: it would 

have been a small city within itself. After the fall of Rome the roofed areas fell, but locals found protection by building their tall, 

thin, homes right inside the palace walls and even now several thousand people live within the palace walls. There are stores, restau-

rants, catacombs, plazas, churches: an entire small city.  
 

At mid day on the 8th you will need to be checked out of your room and we will be transferred with our baggage to the Barbara, 

where there will be a small welcome buffet of Croatian appetizers and wines set out for your enjoyment, and before very long we 

will set sail for an island town not very far from Split where we will have a full dinner. 
 

On May 9th through 13th weõll be sailing through the islands. On May 14th we finish in Dubrovnik and have some time to explore 

it, and our last overnight on the Barbara is May 14th. Unlike large cruise ships that must sail on an exact schedule, the small Bar-

bara has no pre-set itinerary so she can sail an itinerary that is best suited to each day and the entire week. There are some islands 

that I feel must be included because they are such wonderful places, but the order can change, and there is the delightful possibility 

of inserting unplanned short visits to other small islands as we sail. On the first two cruises that was one of the best-liked aspects of 

the cruise: impromptu deviations done in the same way it might be done if you were exploring by yourself on your own private vaca-

tion (except that you donõt have to think or decide, the extra stops are taken care of for you.)  
 

In general we do not set sail before breakfast and we are always in our nighttime port before dark. The distances are not so great as 

they are in Greece or other larger island groups so there is more time for exploring on shore in each place. While there is some 

similarity between the islands, there is just enough physical difference between them to give a sense of individual identity. Photos of 

Hvar island / town. 


