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M  vz{ wlvwsl ~pss vus¡ }pzp{ Ln¡w{ vujl pu {olpy spml3 huk pm {oh{üz {ol jhzl mvy ¡v| {olu p{ zov|sk il pu {ol nicest possible way, while doing a thorough job of seeing as many of the important legendary sites as 
possible. This trip attempts to achieve both things, and more.  
 

The heart of this trip is the one week spend on board the SS Karim. Since the retirement of the Delta Queen 
from service on the Mississippi River, there is just one remaining historical steam vessel that still carries over-
night passengers, and that is the SS Karim. Technically it is the only passenger vessel afloat which has the right 
{v |zl ùZZú3 vy ùZ{lht Zopw5ú Rpun M|hk vyklylk {ol Rhypt i|ps{ pu 8@8> pu {ol lyh vm z{lht wv~ly hz h msvh{pun 
guest house where he could entertain visiting diplomats, royal families from Europe and other dignitaries in old 
~vysk z{¡sl5 P{üz hu pu{pth{l zopw ~p{o zwhjl mvy q|z{ 9? whzzlunlyz3 m|yupzolk ~p{o iyhzz mp {|ylz - ~vvk whu4
eling, tasteful cabins with small marble private bathrooms, and a comfortable lounge that has the appearance of 
h jshzzpj Svukvu  tluüz js|i ~p{o v}lyz{|mmlk johpyz3 ivvrz3 h wl{p{l ihy3 z|ukljr huk l lyjpzl lx|pwtlu{5 

From left: The 
Karim moored; 
the afterdeck 
located above 
the twin wheels 
where meals are 
served al fresco; 
the crew lower-
ing the smoke 
stack for passage 
under a bridge. 

 

T here is a crew of 29 to care for the needs of the passengers and run the specialized engine. As nice as 
the public spaces are, the special space on the Karim is the Afterdeck, a shaded space where luncheon is 

served with linen and china, tea, coffee, and Gin & Tonics are sipped, card 
games are played, books are read, people socialize and share observations, all 
while watching the sights of an ancient land flow past their eyes. The struc-
ture and way of life along the Nile has not changed much for many centuries 
and it is only in recent times that the symbols of modern society have begun 
appearing in the towns and villages along the river. But the mud homes, cat-
tle, herds of sheep & goats, tiny lanes for donkey carts,  groves of date 
palms, citrus, and fields of wheat are all much the same as they were in the 
pharaohs time.  

The low draft of the flat bottom Karim allows a close -|w }pl~ vm Upsl spml {oh{ v{oly ivh{z jhuü{ zll huk p{ pz 
difficult to describe the sensory perception that comes from sitting on the deck enjoying these mesmerizing 
scenes. It is as if you have stepped into a National Geographic film. You wonder how it is that these simple 
scenes are so entrancing, and yet they are. Perhaps it is the unhurried way in which the people are living, the 
combination of laughing children, women tending their infants, dogs barking, old men smoking their water 



pipes, teenage boys carrying large loads of fodder on their donkeys. Or does it come from being able to see 
the sharp demarcation line where the green land ends and the desert takes over, as visiting writers have writ-
ten about since Herodotus in the classical Greek period in 500 BC. Is it the warm air that flows slowly across 
the ship, as the ship itself moves slowly through the blue water of the river, paddles constantly churning? Is it 
{ol z|u zl{{pun x|pjrs¡ huk }p}pks¡ v}ly {ol ^lz{lyu klzly{ huk jvvsly hpy msv~pun v}ly hss {opunzF  P{üz h{ z|u4
set that the few electrical lights of the small hamlets light up, and in the rich larger towns green neon strips 
spno{ |w {ol Tpuhyl{z3 hu pujvuny|v|z pu{y|zpvu vm {ol tvklyu ~vysk z{htwlk vu{v opz{vypj i|pskpunz3 i|{ p{üz h 

sight which is strangely fascinating instead of repelling. As languid as the journey on the SS Karim is, there are 
frequent punctuation in the trip for visits to exciting ancient sites and a few small cities, where the impact of 
the modern world is noticeable, but kept at bay by the strong attachment to tradition of the residents.  
 

E gypt is the standard by which I evaluate the sites of all other ancient places. In terms of size, preservation, 
numbers, beauty of design, location and artistry, Egypt is usually the winner in my personal opinion. As I 

expand my travels to other ancient sites yearly, I still find myself thinking of Egypt as number one. Before they 
visit Egypt most people are only familiar with a few places, such as the Great Pyramids, the Sphinx, the Valley 
vm {ol Rpunz - Rpun [|{üz [vti5 I|{ {olyl hyl o|ukylkz vm zpno{z3 huk pu {ol mvssv~pun p{pulyhy¡ {olyl hyl 
many names which you may be unfamiliar with, but which I have chosen after extensive vetting. Here is the 
description of a unique Egyptian visit that weaves together the magical allure of an ancient land filled with 
stunning historical sites, and the equally enchanting adventure on the last remaining paddlewheel steamer.  

Itinerary 
Friday March 16th: Plan on arriving in Cairo today. The Airport is modern and well policed, and there are 
government regulated taxis which make the 5 minute drive to our hotel; since there is only one hotel at the 
hpywvy{ {ol {h p kyp}lyz hyl }ly¡ mhtpsphy ~p{o p{5 Püss tll{ ¡v| h{ {ol ov{lsB {ol upno{ pz myll /¡v| ~pss il {pylk 
and probably want to sleep.) 
 

Zh{|ykh¡ Thyjo 8>{oA H i|mml{ iylhrmhz{ pz pujs|klk l}ly¡ kh¡ vm {opz {ypw zv P ~vuü{ tlu{pvu p{ hnhpu hm{ly {opz5 
There are food selections for almost every appetite from light to hearty, vegetarian to omnivore, except for 
pork products. We want to depart Cairo by 9:00 AM and fly to Luxor, which is the heart of Upper Egypt and 
~hz {ol hujplu{ jhwp{hs3 [olilz5 ^lüss }pzp{ {~v sv~ ptwhj{ zp{lz vu hyyp}hs3 {ol S| vy [ltwsl huk {ol S| vy 

Museum (which is overlooked by most tours but is very worthwhile.) Then we go 
to the nicest hotel in Luxor -  possibly in all of Upper Egypt -  the Winter Palace 
Hotel , where we will stay for two delectable nights. An old world hotel built in 
Victorian times but kept sparkling and tastefully modernized, it has hosted most im-
portant visitors to Upper Egypt, including Agatha Christie, who used it as one of 
oly ihzlz ~olu zol ~yv{l ùKlh{o vu {ol Upsl5ú Wyltplyz3 Wyptl Tpupz{lyz3 l -
Presidents, royal families: they have all stayed at the Winter Palace. The gardens are 
lush & surround a cushy pool & spa, and all of the public rooms & guest rooms are 
impressive. The afternoon & evening is free. I suggest lunch by the pool on arrival, 
and exploring the Souk (old market) in the evening by horse drawn carriage or on 
foot.  


